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	Criteria
	Exceptional to Very Good
	Good to Average
	Fair to Poor
	Very Poor

	Appropriateness
	13 – 14 points
· Topic is clearly stated.
· Appropriate language for the given audience.
· Does not use slang or banal language.
	11 – 12 points
· Topic is discussed, but detail is lacking
· Inadequate development of topic
	9 – 10 points
· Little substance
· Inadequate development of topic
· Haphazard presentation of supporting details
	0 – 8 points
· Does not show understanding of topic
· Does not address assigned topic
· Uses profanity or slang
· Does not have enough composition to judge

	Unity & Focus
	14 – 15 points
· Main idea clearly stated in the first paragraph
· Cohesive
· Fluent expression
· Several related examples
· Support is logically arranged throughout
	12 – 13 points 
· Main idea is clear
· Some references loosely connected to main idea
· Sequence of supporting ideas incomplete
	10 – 11 points
· There is some loss of focus on the main idea
· There are some ideas unrelated to the main idea
· Little logical sequencing
· Few relevant supporting details
	0 – 9 points
· Thesis is not clearly stated
· Loses focus on the main idea
· Not enough composition to evaluate

	Development
	14 – 15 points
· Essay follows a clear plan
· Essay is well developed with adequate support of main idea throughout
· Strong conclusion that summarizes the main points
	12 – 13 points
· Adequate development with several examples
· Composition supports writer’s position
· Conclusion ties ideas together
· Strong concluding statement
	10 – 11 points 
· Little or no attempt to develop essay through paragraph formation
· Topics loosely related to the stated major idea
· Some supporting details are provided but they are unclear or incomplete
	0 – 9 points
· Little evidence of a writing plan
· Unrelated details and examples
· Repetition of the same details in most of the paragraphs
· Obvious attempt to pad the essay

	Organization
	14 – 15 points
· Strong introduction in the first paragraph
· Uses tools of argument to present position (e.g. contrast, authority, specific examples, cites articles)
· Appropriate use of transitions
	12 – 13 points
· Essay appropriately organized with ideas presented in logical order
· Uses transitional terms to move from one developed argument to another
	10 – 11 points 
· Does not follow clearly stated plan
· Few, if any, transitional terms to aid in following writer’s logic
· Conclusion doesn’t add clarity to earlier ideas
	0 – 9 points
· No organized plan
· Mechanical or grammatical problems so severe that sentences are difficult to understand
· No clear conclusion

	Sentence Structure
	13 – 14 points
· Sentences are well-constructed and vary in form
· No major examples of sentence errors (e.g., fragments, run-ons)
	11 – 12 points
· Basic sentence structure is good
· Few errors (e.g., fragments, run-ons)
· Sentence construction is simple with little variation
	9 – 10 points
· Some nonstandard or incomplete sentences that may interrupt comprehension
	0 – 8 points
· Does not follow sentence construction rules
· Lack of appropriate sentence construction

	Usage
	12 – 14 points
· Effective word choice that clearly communicates the writer’s thoughts
· Consistent use of third person voice
· Free of errors in agreement, number, and person
	9 – 11 points
· May be a few errors in word choice without distracting from the message
· Inappropriate shifts in voice (i.e., second person voice to third person voice)
· Some errors in agreement, number, or person with no distraction from message
	7 – 8 points
· Noticeable errors in word choice
· Errors in standard word formation
· Message somewhat obscured by poor word choice and formation
	0 – 6 points
· Message greatly obscured by poor word choice

	Mechanical Conventions
	12 – 14 points
· No spelling, punctuation, capitalization, or paragraphing errors
	9 – 11 points
· Some errors of agreement, tense, number, word order or function, articles, pronouns, prepositions
· Some spelling or punctuation errors
	7 – 8 points
· Several errors of agreement, tense, number, word order or function, articles, pronouns, prepositions
· Many spelling or punctuation errors
	0 – 6 points
· Message obscured by errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling
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