
RUBRIC: NARRATIVE ESSAY 	

Name:__________________________________________________ Grade: ______

	CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 
	A 
17-20 PTS
	B 
13-16 PTS
	C 
9-12 PTS
	D 
5-8 PTS
	F 
0-4 PTS

	CONTROLLING IDEA 
· Addresses the task. 
· Develops and states a coherent thesis. 
·  Communicates the message clearly.
·  Focuses on the central message.
	Introduction grabs the reader’s attention.  
Characters and setting are introduced. Setting is thoroughly described.  Conclusion states why the experience is  
meaningful. A theme is  clearly perceptible. 
	Introduction only  
somewhat grabs the reader’s attention.  Details set the scene but are somewhat  
general. Conclusion  states why the  
experience is  
meaningful, but the  
connection between  the experience and the theme is  
somewhat general.
	Beginning fails to  
grab the reader’s  
attention, but it is  
related to the  
narrative. A few  
details partially set  the scene, telling only  where or when the  
experience happened  Theme has to be  
inferred.
	Beginning basically  consists of a list of  
characters, no real  
detail. Conclusion  
mentions why the  
experience is  
meaningful (theme),  but the connection to the events is not  
clear to reader.
	Beginning fails to  
grab the reader’s  
attention and is not  related to the  
narrative.  
Introduction does  
not set the scene. Conclusion does not  mention why the  
experience is  
meaningful—no  
discernible theme.

	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE 
· Analyzes and evaluates evidence in order to determine the best support for the controlling idea. 
· Determines the type of evidence that best fits the purpose, such as  embedded quotes, paraphrased material, background knowledge,  
              researched             
              information, etc.
	Relevant details,  
including sensory details  and dialogue, elaborate upon each event, making people, places, and  
events seem real. Core  belief is clearly defined  and supported by  
narrative. 
Precise words and  
figures of speech  
consistently bring  
sensory details to life. 
	Details, including  
sensory details and  dialogue, elaborate  upon most events.  
Core belief is  
somewhat defined  and supported by  
narrative. 
There is an attempt to  use descriptive vivid verbs rather than “be”  verbs. 
	Details, including  
sensory details and  dialogue, elaborate  upon some events.  Core belief is vague  
and/or narrative is  off topic.  
There is an attempt to  use descriptive vivid verbs rather than “be”  verbs
	Details elaborate upon  few events, only  
occasionally making  people, places, or  
events seem real.  
Characters are flat. 
There may be a  
significant amount of  listing rather than  
actual description.  
Writer’s thoughts and  feelings are only  
general.
	Author’s thoughts  
and feelings are  
vague or non 
existent. A  
significant amount of  listing occurs.  
Almost no relevant  detail included. 

	STRUCTURE 
· Employs a structure that is appropriate to the writing task.  
· Links ideas throughout the writing product. 
· Incorporates transitional elements to signal time, 
progression, or order. 
·  Includes a topic sentence, details,  evidence, and a concluding statement in each body paragraph.
	Demonstrates unique or  effective organization;  maintains focus 
throughout; uses a  
variety of transitional  
devices  
uniquely/effectively. One core belief is explicit and developed throughout the essay.
	Demonstrates  
organization;  
maintains focus 
throughout; uses a  
variety of transitional devices. Tells a story that is connected to the belief.
	Demonstrates  
ineffective 
organization; attempts to refer to a single  
topic; transitional  
devices are limited. 
Tells a story that is  connected to the  
belief.
	Demonstrates  
ineffective  
organization; attempts to refer to a single  
topic; transitional  
devices are limited. 
Tells a story that is  
somewhat  
connected to the  
belief, but is difficult to  follow.
	Demonstrates  
limited or no  
organization; does not stay on topic;  
limited or no 
transitional devices.  Tells a story that is not connected to  
the belief or does  
not tell a story.

	DEPTH OF REASONING 
· Analyzes the relationship between  the evidence and the controlling  
idea. 
· Articulates the significance of the  evidence in relation to the central  
message. 
· Proves depth of understanding  through original thinking and through development of  
              commentary. 
·  Anticipates the audience’s questions and addresses them. 
	No extraneous 
information; Every  
sentence either moves  the plot forward or adds  to characterization; all  details clearly support /  culminate in the theme of  the narrative. Well 
chosen diction creates  mood.
	There may be some  extraneous  
information. No  
discernable mood. Support for the theme may be less than  
obvious in some of  the details. Details  
needed in one or two  areas.
	Several bits of 
extraneous  
information exist.  
Narrative starts way  before it should—not  as close to the end  
as possible. Support  for the theme may be  missing in some of  the details. More  
details need to be  
added to fully flesh  out ideas. 
	Several sections of  the narrative veer  
away from the main  plot, adding nothing to the theme.  
Many of the details  
may not support the  theme. Significant  details left out of  
plot.
	Many sections of  the narrative veer  
away from the main  plot, adding  
nothing to the  
theme. Story line is  difficult to follow, 
doesn’t seem to lead  to a theme at all.

	CONVENTIONS 
· Standard English spelling,  punctuation, capitalization, and  manuscript form are used  appropriately for this grade level. 
· Standard English grammar and  sentence structure are used appropriately for this grade level.
	Standard English  
grammar, sentence  
structure, and  
punctuation are used  
throughout the essay  
with minimal errors.  
Citation style (MLA, APA,  Tarabian) is correct and fits the assignment.  
1-5 errors only
	Standard English  
grammar, sentence  structure, and  
punctuation are used  throughout the essay  with few errors.  
Citation style (MLA,  APA, Tarabian) is  
correct and fits the  
assignment.  
6-10 errors only
	Inconsistent use of  
standard English  
grammar, punctuation,  and sentence  
structure—several  
errors. And / Or  
Problems with citation  style also. 
11-15 errors only
	Inconsistent use of  
standard English  
grammar, punctuation,  and sentence  
structure disrupts  
readers’  
comprehension. And  / Or Several errors  
with Citation style. 
16-20 errors only
	Minimal use of  
standard English  
grammar,  
punctuation, and  
sentence structure  confuses readers. Readers may feel  
need to “interpret”  
what the writer has  written. Poor use of  citation style.  
21+ errors
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