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Toulmin Outline / Template
I. INTRODUCTION
A. A brief history of the background of the issue. 
B. Brief mention of the opposition’s side/perspective
C. CLAIM: This is your thesis statement. 
II. 	GROUNDS
A. Reason #1-This claim is “correct” because . . .(These are your reasons.)
B. Evidence #1-This is where your research is needed. Evidence from reliable sources will help support your thesis. You will need specific textual evidence, such as a direct quote including statistical information, expert opinions, etc. Also, don’t forget to cite your source correctly, in-text citation (MLA format).
a.	Include information about where the statistic came from or who the speaker is for any direct quote. If you are using a direct quote from a person, then you need to explain what occupation the speaker has that makes him/her an expert on the topic. If the statistic came from a business or “think tank,” you need  background on what the business is or who runs the “think tank.” This gives your audience insight into the trustworthiness of your information. 
b. 	COMMENTARY—Explain how the evidence supports your reason
1. Evidence #2-You must have at least one piece of supporting evidence for each reason. You may have two pieces if you feel it is necessary. Two is really all you need.  For each piece of evidence, be sure to include the location of the source, so you can locate the source again when you begin writing your essay.
a.	Background information regarding the source of the quote/textual evidence
b.	COMMENTARY
C. Reason #2-You must have at least two reasons to support your claim.
1. Evidence #1
a.	Background information regarding the source of the direct quote
b. 	COMMENTARY
2. Evidence #2
a. 	Background information regarding the source of the direct quote
b.	COMMENTARY
D. Reason #3-Three reasons are optimal, but make sure that you have NO MORE than four. 
1. Evidence #1
a.	Background information regarding the source of the quote
b. 	COMMENTARY
I. REBUTTAL—In order to make your point, you must thoroughly research your opponent’s arguments and refute them. You should look at AT LEAST two of their major reasons. Remember—you should have at least two or three sources from the opposition here.
A. Reason #1 of your opponent’s argument.
1. Evidence that supports this reason (This is a direct quote or statistic—including an in-text citation)
a.   Background information about the source of their evidence 
b.  COMMENTARY which clearly explains how their evidence (in their opinion) supports their side of the argument
2.     Your argument against this point. Why are they wrong, or what part of your argument supersedes  this point? 
a.  Evidence supporting your refutation. You need a quote or statistic here—with an in-text citation.
b.  Background information about the source of your evidence
c.  COMMENTARY which clearly explains how this evidence refutes their 1st reason.
B. Reason #2 of your opponent’s argument.
1. Evidence that supports this reason (This is a quote or statistic—including an in-text citation)
a.   Background information about the source of their evidence 
b.  COMMENTARY which clearly explains how their evidence (in their opinion) supports their side of the argument
2.     Your argument against this point. Why are they wrong? What part of your argument supersedes this point? 
a.  Evidence supporting your refutation. You need a quote or statistic here—with an in-text citation.
b.  Background information about the source of your evidence
c.  COMMENTARY which clearly explains how this evidence refutes your opponent’s first reason.
        V.	       CONCLUSION—
	     A.	Restates claim and summarizes major supporting reasons.
B.	Expresses the urgency of the issue, offers resolutions, and leaves a lasting impression. The conclusion is where you can add a direct quote or opinion from someone who would be well known to your audience and/or well-respected as an authority on the topic. 
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